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Journal Interviews : 2008 : 2008 August - Zootaxa 

JOURNAL INTERVIEWS - 2008 

August 2008  
  

 Zootaxa 
A Featured Journal from Essential Science IndicatorsSM 

The journal Zootaxa has been named a Rising Star in the field of Plant & 
Animal Science by ScienceWatch.com multiple times* this year, meaning that 
the journal has had the highest percent increase in total cites compared with 
other journals in its field. The journal's current citation record in this field in 
Essential Science Indicators from Thomson Reuters includes 3,333 papers 
cited a total of 2,451 times between January 1, 1998 and April 30, 2008. 

Since its founding in 2001, Zootaxa has published 8,141 new taxa. The 
journal is published by Magnolia Press. 

In the interview below, ScienceWatch.com talks with Zootaxa's Chief Editor and Founder, Dr. Zhi-Qiang 
Zhang, about the journal's history and citation achievements. 

 Did you expect Zootaxa to become highly cited, or is this surprising to you? 

Yes, many of my co-editors and I do expect Zootaxa to become highly cited in the long term, but are 
surprised that this has happened so rapidly. 

 How would you account for the high citation rate of Zootaxa? 

Zootaxa has become the largest and the most important journal in taxonomy, and taxonomy has been 
fundamental to all branches of biological sciences, especially biodiversity, biogeography, and 
evolutionary development, as well as of ecology, the environment, and medicine. Zootaxa provides more 
high-quality taxonomic information of all animal taxa more promptly than any other journal. This surely 
must be the most important factor contributing to the rapid increase in the citation rate of the journal. 
Unlike most other taxonomic journals, Zootaxa encourages monographs and large taxonomic revisions 
difficult to publish elsewhere. These comprehensive, large works attract high citations to Zootaxa. 

 Would you give us a brief history of the journal? 

Millions of species of animals remain unknown to science. Although there are many 
journals that may publish taxonomic papers, it is increasingly difficult to publish papers 
on descriptive taxonomy in a timely and cost-effective manner. Most journals are of a 
fixed size/frequency and have limits on the length of papers. This impediment in 
publishing has a huge negative impact on taxonomy—the delay and difficulty in getting 
works published can discourage taxonomists who worked for years, and unpublished 
works are a huge waste of talent and resources. Much needed is a rapid and efficient 
journal for descriptive papers and monographs in taxonomy. 
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