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Sampurno Bruijnzeel talks with ScienceWatch.com and answers a few questions about this

What's Hot In... month's Emerging Research Front Paper in the field of Engineering. The author has also sent
Special Topics along images of their work.

Article: Hydrological functions of tropical forests: not seeing the
soil for the trees?

Authors: Bruijnzeel, LA

Journal: AGR ECOSYST ENVIRON, 104 (1): 185-228 SEP 2004
Addresses: Free Univ Amsterdam, Fac Earth & Life Sci, Boelelaan 1085-
1087, NL-1081 HV Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Free Univ Amsterdam, Fac Earth & Life Sci, NL-1081 HV Amsterdam,
Netherlands.
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Top Topics SW: Why do you think your paper is highly cited?

Rising Stars o . . . . . . .
To begin with, the paper received a flying start by being highly cited in the widely read Polex Newsletter

New Entrants issued by the International Centre for Forestry Research (CIFOR). This newsletter reaches an audience

Country Profiles representing many more disciplines than the journal in which the paper itself was published at the time
(Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment).

. About Science Watch In addition, there has been so much debate on the hydrological role of ) ] +detail

(tropical) forest in recent years that many people have become confused and Figure L: erals

Methodology simply do not know what to believe anymore. The issue is rather complex

) indeed, in that the effect of deforestation or reforestration on streamflow

Archives depends on the local setting in terms of rainfall, soils, and topography and

Contact Us therefore one-liners are not good enough. | like to believe that the paper has

RSS Feeds succeeded in striking the right balance in terms of complexity and nuance,

and this seems to appeal to many readers (from what I've heard).

SW: Does it describe a new discovery, methodology, or synthesis of
knowledge?

Figure 2:

It is primarily a synthesis of knowledge on a topic (tropical forests and water)
that is both subject to heated debate and is also confusing to many.

SW: How did you become involved in this research and were any
particular problems encountered along the way?
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